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Whoa, Nellie!!

Linn County News 
– Derek Sendziak

Sadly, not all 
tractors at the 
truck and trac-
tor pull made 
it through 
the competi-
tion held last 
Sunday on the 
second day 
of the Linn 
County Fair 
and Rodeo,as 
this competitor 
almost flipped 
over less than 
100 feet from 
the starting line. 
The rodeo is 
scheduled for 
this Friday and 
Saturday with 
plenty of bull 
riding and other 
competitons to 
excite the audi-
ence.

Critzer 
Reservoir - 

coming 
soon!!!

Critzer Reservoir opening 
scheduled!
After working out details on what is acceptable use of 
the lake, Critzer Reservoir is now scheduled for open-
ing Wednesday, Aug. 24 at 8 a.m. Game wardens will 
be on site performing boat checks and explaining rules 
for using the lake. Signs are posted where access is 
not allowed, namely on the spillway. A grand opening is 
planned for the near future.

By JACKIE TAYLOR
Linn County News

jackie@linncountynews.net

(Vice-chairman of the 
Fire Board of Trustees Tom 
Kemper read a long letter 
apprising the commission-
ers of grants received, work 
done, etc. that is printed in 
this edition. Kemper and the 
commissioners referred to 
the letter several times.)

Fire Board of Trustee 
(BOT) members met back 
at the commissioners’ meet-
ing room Monday morning 
after being asked by the 
commissioners last week 
to see where they could 
cut their budget – only to 
learn that Commissioners 
Vicki Leonard and Herb 
Pemberton had already cut 

$75,000 from their budget 
without the knowledge of 
the fire board.

Vice-chairman of the 
board Tom Kemper spoke 
on behalf of the board and 
stated that the BOT had 
been diligent in cutting 
expenses and said that in 
order to meet demands with 
increasing medical calls, etc. 
they needed to stay with 
the requested $516,281 2012 
budget.

Kemper then read a letter 
from Fire Board President 
Russell Beth that said to the 
commissioners, “You talked 
about discussing the budget 
this morning and it appears 
you’ve already decided. I’m 
deeply saddened you’ve 
moved forward without our 
input…”

The commissioners cut 

$25,000 from the 2012 bud-
get and another $50,000 
from the 2011 budget.

Kemper mentioned three 
points for discussion, the 
first points being the com-
missioners moved forward 
without the BOT being 
involved, that after last 
week when several trustees 
were present to discuss the 
budget and it was put off 
until this Monday.

Kemper then said, “The 
commissioners were sup-
portive of adding services, 
especially ambulances, but 
you’re making cuts where 
we’re going to have to think 
about cutting services.”

He continued that 
since the budget was pub-
lished the amount can’t 
be increased. He then 
asked the commissioners 

how $120,000 could be put 
into the Road Department 
Special Equipment fund, but 
money was taken out of the 
fire department operating 
budget.

“$100,000 was spent on 
EMT calls, it the biggest ser-
vice we can cut – obviously 
we’re not going to cut going 
to fire or car wrecks. The east 
side has ambulance – the 
west side doesn’t, so maybe 
we need to cut medical calls 
on the east side and leave 
the west,” said Kemper.

He next said that the Rural 
Fire Department responds 
to calls in four towns that 
pay no taxes as they have 
their own fire departments, 
including Linn Valley, La 
Cygne, Pleasanton and 
Mound City.

Fire Board fights $75,000 budget cut

Looking at possibility 
of issuing new bond 
for building repairs, etc

By BARBARA PROFFITT
Linn County News Reporter

barbara@linncountynews.net

The USD 362 School Board 
held a lengthy discussion 
Monday, Aug. 8, regarding 
much needed repairs and/
or building changes at the 
Fontana Elementary.

That discussion segued 
into a discussion about other 

building needs across the 
district and the council soon 
decided they first needed 
to form a committee to look 
at the school buildings and 
determine and prioritize the 
needs at each one.

Board members Brad Aust 

and Roger Sims volunteered 
to be on the committee 
and Wade Teagarden was 
chosen as an alternate.

The board then decided 
that each member needed to 
try to acquire at least three 

USD 362 forms building facilities 
committee

Second rollover that 
week, wrecks just 
days apart

By BARBARA PROFFITT
Linn County News Reporter

barbara@linncountynews.net

Emergency personnel 
were called to the scene of 
a rollover wreck on U.S. 
Highway 69 just south of 
the 1100 Road exit Friday, 
Aug. 5.

According to the report 
filed by the Kansas Highway 
Patrol the vehicle in which 
Melvin O’Connor, 44, 
Topeka, Kan., was driving, 
was side-swiped by another 
vehicle driven by Weston 
Maxfield, 20, of Pleasanton.

The report states that 
O’Connor’s vehicle, 
which had been traveling 
southbound, rotated 
clockwise, slid across the 
inside lane of traffic and the 
shoulder, then entered the 
ditch, rolling two and a half 
times before coming to rest 
on the driver’s side.

O’Connor was ejected 

from the vehicle early in 
the roll and his son, 4-year-
old Malcomb O’Connor, a 
passenger in the backseat, 
was also ejected. Both 
O’Connor and his son 
were transported by air 
ambulance for treatment 
of injuries sustained in the 
wreck; however, O’Connor 
did not survive the flight. 
The child was transported to 
Children’s Mercy. Maxfield 
was not injured.

Only days before, another 
rollover occurred on U.S. 
Highway 69 near the K-52 
west exit.

A woman was driving 
along U.S. Highway 69 
when her rear tire blew out. 
The vehicle rolled and the 
woman sustained a head 
injury but the one-year-old 
girl in the back seat was 
uninjured.

Another driver who 
witnessed the accident told 
emergency responders that 
the woman had crawled 
from the car and then laid 
down on the ground beside 
it.

One killed, 
one injured in 
rollover wreck 

on U.S. 69

Patterson 
receives 
probation 

in 
cultivation 

case
By BARBARA PROFFITT
Linn County News Reporter

barbara@linncountynews.net

Tom Patterson, charged 
nearly a year ago with 
cultivation of marijuana 
with intent to distribute after 
officers from the Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office discovered 
a marijuana patch on his 
property, appeared before 
Judge Richard M. Smith for 
sentencing Monday, Aug. 8.

With a prior conviction 
and time served in his 
history, it was expected that 
Patterson would be sent 
back to jail for the cultivation 
charges, but Judge Smith 
surprised the courtroom 
with an order placing 
Patterson on 26 months of 
supervised probation and 
requiring that he complete 
the treatment program he is 
currently in.

“With your prior 
conviction this should be a 
railroad to prison and be a 
done decision,” Smith told 
Patterson, “but in this case I 
just don’t think that’s right.”

“This is a circumstance 
where I honest to God do 
believe that you were only 
doing this for yourself,” 
Smith continued, “in which 
case the only person you’re 

Linn County News – Barbara Proffitt

Crews from AMR ambulance service along with Linn 
County firefighters and first responders work with crews 
from two separate air ambulances to stabilize victims of 
a rollover wreck last Friday before transporting them for 
treatment.

By FAYE CLEMENTS
Linn County News Correspondent

An ad in the newspa-
per preceded the meeting 
for which volunteers were 

being called. The public 
notice stated simply that 
the current members of the 
Swan Fest committee had all 
resigned for reasons which 
included “tired after serv-
ing several years” and also 
different visions among 
members. The event need-
ed fresh faces, according to 

the news ad, to lead it for-
ward.  Volunteers met at the 
Library Aug. 1 to determine 
whether the Swan Fest/
Festival/Fiesta will be a con-
tinuing annual event in La 
Cygne. 

Advisers from the outgo-
ing committee were also in 

Seeking Swan Fest solutions

►Facility cont'd on Pg. A3
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Sp   rts
Season ends for one of the 

Summer Basketball leagues in 
Linn County 

By REX HINDS
Linn County News Sports Reporter

sportslcn@ckt.net

School is nearing and 
summer ball is preparing to 
hibernate until its time has 
come again. 

The SEK Assault girls’ 
basketball team, which 
consists of players who 
are students at Fort Scott, 
Uniontown and Jayhawk-
Linn, is one of these sum-
mer ball programs that have 
ended. They finished with a 
winning season of 17-6.

Their team competed 
in the MAYB tournaments 
which took place in several 
locations such as Wichita, 
Topeka, Shawnee Mission, 
and Lawrence. 

They received two sec-
ond place and one third 
place achievements during 
their competitions. 

Submitted photo –Roger White
This team consists of girls in our surrounding area and 
includes athletes from Linn County as well.
Front row (l. to r.): Hope Jurgensen, Sydney Spencer, 
and Shelby Whitley.
Back row (l. to r.): Baylea White, Emily Shinn, Karley 
Nelson, Hayden Rathbun, and Bailey Wilson.
Not pictured are Lakyn Coyan, and Mandy Ridge.

Cookee’s Drive-In to host 
Black Ops Tournament 

By REX HINDS
Linn County News Sports Reporter

sportslcn@ckt.net

It didn’t take long to 
decide to report about 
the “Black Ops” tourna-
ment that will be held in 
Pleasanton, Aug. 13, right 
next to Cookee’s.

The Tournament is host-
ed by Cookee’s owner Doug 
Grant who feels that, if the 
tournament is a success, it 
may help to bring in outside 
revenue for Pleasanton. 

Pleasanton teen, Logan 
Butterfield, actually chose 
which game the tourna-
ment would use. Butterfield 
said, “Doug approached me 
quite a while ago with the 
idea to hold a videogame 
tournament at the building 
next to Cookee’s. I picked 
out the game, set up all the 
rules, the game settings, 
made the roster. During the 
tournament I’m going to be 
monitoring the players to 
make sure there’s no cheat-
ing and that everything goes 
smoothly.”

“Black Ops” is a first- per-
son shooting game, which 
means the person playing 
the game controls his own 
screen and the different but-
tons on the gaming control-
ler allows the player to aim 
and shoot his weapon.

First-person shooting 
games have taken the front 
lines in competition party 
games for the last decade. 
Within that time, orga-
nized competitions have 
been established and are 
now pushing toward, and 
already paralleling, some 
sporting events.

Butterfield said that he 
generally competes in first- 

Westar energy novice dove 
hunt Labor Day weekend

Labor Day weekend 
event for youth 16 and 
younger; registration 

deadline Aug. 26
 

ST. MARYS, Kan. — The 
Westar Energy Green Team 
will host a youth dove 
hunt for novice shooters at 
Jeffrey Energy Center, north 
of St. Marys, on Labor Day 
weekend, Sept. 3-4. Hunts 
will be on wheat stubble 
or sunflowers, guided 
by volunteers in the early 
morning or late afternoon. 
Area staff report that the 
fields are in excellent 

condition and should 
provide excellent hunting.

These hunts are a great 
way for kids 16 and younger 
to learn dove hunting basics 
with plenty of birds flying 
at close range. Youth must 
bring their own shotguns, 
be accompanied by a non-
hunting adult, and have a 
license and HIP stamp if age 
16. Nontoxic shells will be 

provided. 
Interested hunters or 

mentors should phone Barb 
Cornelius at 785-575-8125. 
Hunters will be accepted 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and hunts will be 
scheduled as requests dictate 
and hunting groups can be 
formed. The registration 
deadline is Friday, Aug. 26.

Fishing at the Fair
By REX HINDS

Linn County News Sports 
Reporter

sportslcn@ckt.net

In conjunction with the 
Linn County Fair this week, 
don’t forget about the Linn 
County Fair Fishing Derby.

The Fishing Derby will 
be held off the banks of 
Sugar Creek this Saturday, 
Aug. 13. 

Starting time for this 
tournament will be 8:30 
a.m., with registration at 8 
a.m.

Following the tourna-
ment, there will be a fun 
casting activity for the 
younger fishing enthusiasts.

New books highlight 
Kansas wildlife

From amphibians and 
reptiles to birds and bats, 
new books reveal nature’s 

secrets
 

PRATT, Kan. — There is 
an incredible treasure of 
Kansas natural history 
books and guides, and 
several recent publications 
have added to this body of 
work. Amphibians, Reptiles, 
and Turtles in Kansas, by 
Joseph T. and Suzanne 
L. Collins and Travis W. 
Taggart, is an excellent 
guide, available through 
Eagle Mountain Publishing 
(eaglemountainpublishing.
com) for $30. The book 
displays the herpetofauna 
of Kansas in vivid color 
through the lens-craft 
of co-author Suzanne 
L. Collins. With more 
than 1,700 entries, the 
bibliography in this book 
is the most complete ever 
assembled for a state field 
guide. Color range maps 
show specific locations 
where each species has been 

sighted, and text describes 
the latest information on 
them. Phone 801-789-4149 
for more information.

Birds of Kansas — by Max 
C. Thompson, Charles A. 
Ely, Bob Gress, Chuck Otte, 
Sebastian T. Patti, David 
Seibel, and Eugene A. Young 
— is available through the 
University Press of Kansas 
(kansaspress.ku.edu). This 
respected team of authors, 
all recognized avian 
authorities, has created 
a beautiful, large-format 
volume highlighted with 
professional-quality color 
photographs and maps. 
The first such survey in 
20 years, this remarkable 
book depicts every one of 
the state’s now-documented 
473 species. It’s available 
for $39.95. Order online or 
phone 785-864-4155. 

Bats of Kansas —by Dale 
W. Sparks, Curtis J. Schmidt, 
and Jerry R. Choate — is an 
8 ½- by 11-inch heavy-duty 
paperback available from 
the Sternberg Museum of 

Natural History (sternberg.
fhsu.edu) and the Kansas 
Wetlands Education Center 
(wetlandscenter.fhsu.edu) 
for only $8 per copy. Bat 
enthusiasts and anyone 
wanting to know more about 
these mysterious creatures 
will welcome this new book 
as the finest resource for 
the general public on the 
ecology of bats in Kansas. 
Beneficial to humans in 
many ways, from seed 
dispersal and pollination to 
insect predation, bats are 
the only flying mammal and 
the only flying animal that 
preys on insects at night. 
For more information or to 
order, phone the Sternberg 
Museum at 785-628-5569 
or the Kansas Wetlands 
Education Center at 620-
786-7456. 

Kansans interested in 
learning more about these 
diverse residents of the 
Sunflower State should 
order these new books. They 
are also excellent resources 
for teachers.

person shooting games 
because they are extremely 
popular, but has also been 
in tournaments for fighting 
games like “Street Fighter.” 
Butterfield held 3rd in the 
world at “Soul Caliber 
5”’s MLG (Major League 
Gaming) summer tourna-
ment. “Soul Caliber 5” is 
a weapon-based fighting 
game.

The arguments against 
these types of tournaments 
trickle down to the physical 
aspects.

However, electronic 
sporting already exists in 
our country. ESPN already 
reports on poker games, 
which require less physical 
movement than virtual gam-
ing. (In fact, the less physi-
cal movement you have in 
poker, the better poker play-
er you are.)

Tournaments for video 
gaming are set up all over 
the country, and local play-
ers from our county usually 
travel north to compete. 

“We have the players to 
set up our own tournament 

right here,” stated Grant. 
Butterfield commented 

that he travels to gaming 
tournaments. He said, “I 
have more experience than 
I like to admit… I’ve been 
playing competitively about 
eight years now. I’ve been 
in the top 100 in a couple of 
games and I’ve traveled as 
far as Denver to play.”

With everyone network-
ing through the internet and 
other forms of connection, 
those who are setting up 
the tournaments have been 
able to reach out to com-
petitors they have met from 
out of our county. Friends 
they have met at competi-
tions may be as willing to 
travel south as those from 
our county have been will-
ing to go north.

The history behind the 
game that will be played at 
this particular tournament, 
“Medal of Honor: Black 
Ops,” comes from story 
lines which correspond 
with actual battles that have 
taken place in famous wars.  

The movements of video 

gaming systems have been 
to utilize multi-player tech-
nology. This allows groups 
of friends to get together 
to play on teams or against 
each other. The teams con-
sist mostly of four players 
against four other players. 
These friendly get-togethers 
started as a social event, but 
with everything that has the 
possibility to create high 
competition, there is now a 
quest to see who the best is.

To all those would like 
to compete, here are a few 
key notes about this tour-
nament. Game consoles, 
televisions and games will 
be provided on site. Players 
must bring their own game 
controllers. The game con-
trollers are subject to admin-
istrator approval.

Registration opens at 9 
a.m. Saturday and closes at 

11:30 a.m. All players should 
check in to the tournament 
on arrival. 

Brackets will be posted at 
12:15 p.m. and matches will 
begin at 1p.m.

Starting time of any 
match is not flexible. If a 
player arrives to the tour-
nament area only five min-
utes before a match starts, 
that player will not get more 
than five minutes to warm 
up.

If a player wishes to par-
ticipate in the tournament 
but is unable to make the 
registration cut off time, then 
you can call in advance and 
explain your situation.  Call 
Doug Grant at 1-816-564-
5961, or Logan Butterfield at 
1-913-963-2054.

▲►Screen shot taken from 
“Call of Duty” to give an 
idea what the storyline of 
the game is like.

In Game Screen Shots-Call 
of Duty

In Game Screen Shots-
Call of Duty

▲Art work from “Call of 
Duty Black Ops.” This 
is the game used for 
Pleasanton’s local video 
game tournament that is 
to be held Aug. 13.

Attention trap 
shooters!

Turkey Track Fall Trap League begins

 Thursday, Aug. 18 at 5 p.m.

Turkey Track Gun Club

Pleasanton, KS

Call Harvey for more information at 

620-224-4241


	3211a1
	3211b1

