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KCP&L proactive in
2015 Federal EPA
upgrades
$800 million to $1 billion investment planned
By JACKIE TAYLOR

Linn County News
jackie@linncountynews.net

Rumors of 1,500 workers
coming to Linn County to
perform upgrades to the La
Cygne Power Plant are no
longer rumors as KCP&L
confirmed work will begin
in January of 2011.
Scott Jones, manager of
Governmental Affairs for
KCP&L in Kansas, said,
“Federal
EPA
regulations will be coming down
the road and take effect in
the year 2015. We will be
required to decrease emissions from the plant.”
He said the project has
many phases, the first of
which begins in January.
Working to avoid shutting the plant down if EPA
regulations are not adhered
to, KCP&L will install new
environment
protection
equipment on both units at
the plant.
“It was a company decision that by the end of the
year or early next year the
project would kick off,” said
Jones.
He explained that Unit 1
will receive a new scrubber
that controls sulfur dioxide
output and a new bag house
will be installed. The unit
had recent upgrades performed on it in 2007 when
the SCR (selective catalytic
reduction) unit that removes
noxious oxide was added.
The system cost KCP&L $82
million to upgrade, had they
waited for the EPA regulation deadline, in today’s
market the upgrades would
have cost $142 million and
a big increase in for their
customers.
Unit 2 will have a scrubber, SCR and bag house
added to them.
Jones said they are currently working on the evaluation and bidding process
for the project, but preliminary cost estimates are ranging from $800 million to $1
billion.
When asked about the
impact on the local community, Jones said, “A project
of this magnitude will have
a beneficial impact on the
Photo courtesy of KCP&L, Debra Wilson
local level.”
Work is beginning for a scheduled plant outage, or mainteHe compared the La
nance period, that will occur prior to the large construction Cygne project to a recent
project scheduled to begin in January of 2011.
upgrade to the Iatan plant
► KCP&L cont’d on Pg. A3
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County approves AMR
ambulance contract

By JACKIE TAYLOR

Linn County News
jackie@linncountynews.net

After months of discussion, the county approved
the final draft presented by
AMR operations manager
Ken Keller, extending ambulance services for another
five years.
The commissioners began
the discussion by asking
Keller where the research
on moving the ambulance
to Mound City was. Keller
said that it would end up
hurting more people than it

helped as it would increase
call time to the majority of
calls and Pleasanton has less
first responders than Mound
City has, decreasing ultimate
coverage.
Keller told the commissioners that total transport
numbers have gone down
and that the new contract,
though for a five-year time
period, actually went year
by year on the cost of the
service.
The contract amount
did not vary from the 2010
contract with county subsidy standing at $756,979

due in monthly payments
of $63,081.58. Keller said
that he preferred to go back
to counties and renegotiate with them rather than
building in an automatic
cost increase. He said the
contract has a 180-day exit
clause if the county or AMR
can’t come to an agreement
on the contract price.
Keller said most counties
that AMR serves did not
receive an increase as several of those counties were
experiencing financial hardship.
►AMR cont’d on Pg. A3

USD
Festival weekend
362 to
do “trial
run”
with high
school
eligibility
program

Linn County News - Jackie Taylor

A crowd pleasing, fun parade started the annual Sugar
By JUDY KINDER
Mound Arts and Crafts Festival weekend Saturday mornLinn County News Reporter
ing under bright, warm skies. A large crowd hit the ground
Although there was some running trying to find the best craft before another eager
apprehension regarding the shopper beat them to it. See pictures on Pg. C8.
implementation of a high
school eligibility policy, the
Prairie View School Board
appeared willing to give the
process a “test drive” for the
remainder of the school year.
The process of the
program, as explained in the
proposed policy, reads as
follows:
Pleasanton officers vol- spend their evening stuck on
Goal:
unteer
to sit on Cookee’s the roof of Cookee’s Drive-In
The goal of the weekly
roof
until
goal is met
in an effort to raise funds for
eligibility list is to foster a
the Linn County Christmas
learning-first environment
On the evening of Express.
for
all
students
that
Doug and Becky Grant,
emphasizes the importance Tuesday, Oct. 19, Pleasanton
of acceptable academic Police Chief Steve Vinson owners of Cookee’s, agreed
performances and held to and Officer Chip More will ►Toys cont’d on Pg. A3
ensure the academic success
of all students at Prairie
View High School.
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assistance in order to succeed
and/or establish academic
priorities for students who
need assistance balancing Farlinville............................................... October 16, 6 p.m.
school expectations with Snow Hill............................................ October 16, 5-8 p.m.
time
requirements
of Tanglewood.......................................... October 23, 4 p.m.
►USD 362 cont’d on Pg. A3 Mound City........................................... October 28, 6 p.m.

Christmas Express
fundraiser set for
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Berglunds selected Grand Marshals
Submitted by
trician and being in charge of
Sugar Mound Arts and the Demolition Derby, bookCrafts Parade Committee ing the Country Western and
Gospel Shows and supervisWe were honored to have ing the North Gate. He also
Dave and Pat Berglund as serves as electrician and
our Grand Marshals for the handyman for the Arts and
2010 Arts and Crafts Parade. Crafts Festival. He serves on
Dave and Pat have been District #2 Water Board and
Linn County residents since the Linn County Zoning and
1978 when they moved from Planning Committee.
Stilwell to a farm near La
Pat also helps at the fair
Cygne.
and always cooks an evening
In addition to farming, meal for the Gospel Show
Dave is retired from KCPL members. She has served
and Pat is retired from on the Arts and Crafts
USDA.
Committee for over 25 years,
They have four children first as a barn hostess and
and seven grandchildren. All for the past 10 years has
of their children participated served as treasurer. She also
in Linn County 4-H and are serves on the Linn County
graduates of Prairie View Extension Council. In addiHigh School.
tion to their 200 head of red
Dave has served on the and black Angus cattle and
Linn County Fair Board since 400 acres of farmland, Dave
about 1979, serving as elec- and Pat both enjoy antique

Toys

cont’d from Front Pg.
to hold the fundraiser
during their Tuesday Dollar
Night in hopes that it would
draw a bigger crowd and
that perhaps some of the
savings from dinner out
would be volunteered to the
cause of helping to provide
Christmas gifts for children
in Linn County.
The event begins at 4 p.m.
when Vinson will ascend to
the roof and there he will
stay until the fundraising
goal of $200 is met, or 6 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
At 6 p.m., Vinson will
descend and More will go
up and will stay on the roof
until another $200 is raised,

AMR

cont’d from Front Pg.
County Counselor Gary
Thompson said, “It’s a fiveyear commitment with the
price guaranteed for one
year – barring each side
wanting to terminate.”
Commissioner
Vicki
Leonard then moved to enter
into the continuing contract
with AMR.
Following
the
draft
copy approval, pending
final approval of the actual
contract later, Keller then
asked the commissioners
to approve a three-percent
cost increase on services rendered to patients.
Keller explained that
earnings were down in Linn
County by $48,000 and they
needed to implement a cost
increase that would not
affect Medicare or Medicaid
patients to make up for the
decrease in funding.
He explained that the

tractor shows and Dave
owns a number of tractors,
three of which were in the
parade.
He is also restoring a 1957
Chevy.
Dave and Pat enjoy working at the Fair and Arts and
Crafts Festival, even though
the Fair comes during haying season and the Festival
at bean harvest time.
Pat stated “We do this so
the kids will have something
in the future and we get lots
of enjoyment from helping
to keep both events going.”
We thank Dave and Pat
for their tireless energy and
the tremendous amount of
time they have given to Linn
County. They are both great
assets to our communities
and we were glad to show
our appreciation in this
small way.

***
Approach the game with
no preset agendas and
you'll probably come
or 8 p.m.
away
surprised at your
“Doing it this way allows
overall efforts.
us to help out with a good
cause and still maintain
-Phil Jackson

police coverage of the city
during the event,” said Chief
***
Vinson.
A lifetime of training for
“Our goal is to see that no
just ten seconds.
child in Linn County wakes
Linn County News - Jackie Taylor
-Jesse Owens
up to an empty tree on
Sugar Mound Arts & Crafts parade Grand Marshalls Dave and Pat Berglund are given a
Christmas morning,” added
plaque and hug of congratulations by their daughter, Paula Caldwell.
Barbara Proffitt, one of the
organizers of the event and
volunteers with Christmas
Express, “and with the aid
of this event and the help
of the officers and Cookee’s,
we’ll come closer to meeting cont’d from Front Pg.
that goal.”
that took five years and
said it had significant impact
to the local community.
Jones could not release
actual numbers as to tax
ramifications the La Cygne
plant would see from the
upgrades, but valuations for
the county are impacted as
utilities are handled differently than normal real estate.
business is very call depenKCP&L is a fifty/fifty
dent and when calls are partner with Westar Energy,
down, revenue goes down. so all numbers referred to
With the requested increase, are total numbers of costs,
AMR hoped to gain another not just KCP&L’s portion.
$23,000 from an increase in
Jones said that work
mileage fees and the base should begin in early 2011
rate charged.
and end mid-2015 with estiCurrently AMR charges mates that at the peak of the
$595.86 for basic life sup- project 1,500 workers should
port (BLS) and $737.48 for be employed. He said the
advanced life support (ALS) majority will be skilled
transports. The three per- union workers who travel
cent would raise the BLS to from job to job and not be
$613.74 and ALS to 759.60. permanent workers at the
The mileage fee would plant.
increase from $9.79/mile to
Many of the union work$10.09/mile transported.
ers live in recreational vehiKeller explained that it cles, hotels, etc. and present
has been two years since a significant impact to counThe incumbent, Rep. Palmer, supported benefits for 		
the last increase and three ties they travel to.
percent would help alleviate
Jones said restaurants,
illegal immigrants more than once, HB 2376, 2007;
decreases due to less trans- hotels, etc. see a boom in
SB 329, 2008; Motion to Amend SB 572, 20100
ports.
business
during
plant
The
commissioners upgrades such as the one
approved the increase 3-0.
planned for KCP&L.

KCP&L

Enough is enough! We need good
common sense values in Topeka!

 Stop giving taxpayer funded benefits to
illegal immigrants

 Provide a Kansas Back-to-School Sales Tax
Holiday (like Missouri)

The incumbent, Rep. Palmer, voted No on HB 2328, 2009

USD 362

cont’d from Front Pg.
extracurricular activities.
The emphasis of this
program is to establish high
expectations for our students
not only to complete work
that is assigned in a timely
manner, but to ensure
students understand and
learn
the
information
presented in all classes.
Design:
All high school teachers
will have grades updated no
later than 3:45 p.m. every
Thursday. On Friday, Mr.
Weis will run a failing list.
Any student that is failing
two or more classes when
the list is generated will be
ineligible to participate in any
competition, performance or
trip for any extracurricular
activities for the following
week, effective Sunday to
Sunday.
Students who are placed
on the ineligible list will be
required to attend 30 minutes
of instructional time before
or after school, working on
improving their grade(s)
in the affected classes each
day. Once the 30 minutes of
instructional time is served,

 Get K - 12 education money to the
students will be released
to attend any required
practices or meetings, or
may go home. As soon as
students have completed
all required make-up work,
the teachers will release the
student from any additional
instructional time using the
appropriate form. Students
who have been released
from instructional time will
remain ineligible for the
entire Sunday-Sunday time
period as stated earlier.
Board member Steve
Haupt voiced his concerns.
“There are a lot of
questions regarding this
process and I think before
we jump into something we
don’t have all the answers
to, we need to step back and
look at what can or can’t go
wrong with the procedure
before we enact it as a
policy. I think that we have
to consider how this will not
only impact our athletes but
also those students who are
involved with other extracurricular activities as well.
After all, we have rules and
procedures already in place,

set by KSHSAA.”
Board
member
Kay
Vorhees
responded,
“Unfortunately,
when
KSHSAA procedures come
into play, it is too late. I agree
that this is a big jump, but
I also believe that the main
focus of these kids should
be their academics and they
need to be held accountable
for their grades. The sooner
we can address the academic
issues, the quicker we can
help those students get back
on track.”
Board member Roger
Sims added, “I understand
concerns all around. But
I also think kids are more
aware and realize when they
are failing. I would suggest
that perhaps we implement
the high school eligibility
process as a system for the
remainder of the school year
and revisit it in the spring.
We can decide at that time
if it will be feasible and
beneficial to incorporate it as
a policy for the district.”
The motion was made and
approved with a 4-3 vote.

classroom & teachers

The incumbent, Rep. Palmer, voted No on an amendment to
SB 572 that would require 65% of money to go to the classroom
The incumbent, Rep. Palmer, voted No on an amendment to
SB 572 that would require uniform recording of spending 		
and transparency for school districts

 Promote a Business-Friendly Environment to
Create Jobs

The incumbent, Rep. Palmer, has a taxpayer rating of 30%
(80% or higher being friendly) by Americans for Prosperity

       I do not support property tax increase or any tax increase.
       My  opponent has resorted to making things up.
       I ask for your vote on November 2.

Vote Tyson November 2nd

PO Box 191 . Parker, KS 66072 . Tyson@voteTyson.org . www.voteTyson.org
Advertisement Paid for by Kansans for Tyson, John Embry, Treasurer
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Ballot to
contain right to
bear arms and
mental illness
amendments
By JACKIE TAYLOR

Linn County News
jackie@linncountynews.net

Not only will voters check
boxes for individuals they
feel will do the best job representing them in local, state
and national offices, they
will also vote on two constitutional amendments on this
November’s ballot.
C on s t i t u t i o n a l
Amendment Question 1
deals with amending section
4 of the Bill of Rights of the
Constitution of the State of
Kansas relating to the right
to bear arms.
Originally
stating:
Individual right to bear
arms; armies. Now deleted
is “The people have the right
to bear arms for their defense
and security.”
The amended portion of
the amendment now states:
“A person has the right to keep
and bear arms for the defense of
self, family, home and state, for
lawful hunting and recreational
use, and for any other lawful
purpose; but standing armies,
and the military shall be in
strict subordination to the
civil power.”
According to Senator Pat
Apple, “The language is
currently interpreted by the
courts to mean a collective
right.”
Apple went on to explain
that Kansans currently do
not have a personal right to

Working for a free day!

bear arms.
“This gives you a personal
right to bear arms for any
lawful purpose like hunting,
outdoor recreation, etc.,”
said Apple. “It spells it out
that in Kansas this is what
we mean.”
A yes vote for amendment
question 1 would constitutionally preserve the right
of a person to keep and bear
arms for the defense of self,
family, home and state, and
for lawful hunting and recreational use, and any for any
other lawful purpose.
A no vote against the
amendment would provide
for no constitutional right of
a person to keep and bear
Linn County News - Jackie Taylor
arms for the defense of self, La Cygne Elementary student Kaitlynn Davis got down for third place in a game to win a free day at school. The comfamily, home and state, and
petition was one of many games, talents shown and awards won at the first quarter Buffalo Days rally held to highlight
for lawful hunting and recreational use, and for any other student, faculty and employee achievements.
lawful purpose.
The second constitutional amendment that voters
will decide on is question
2, a proposition to amend
section 2 of article 5 of the
Constitution of the State of
Kansas, relating to the qualification of voters.
The change in section 2
eliminates mental illness as
disqualification for voting.
The
section
states:
were very successful, said
“Disqualification to vote.
organizers Barbara Proffitt
The legislature may, by law,
and Lisa Fort.
exclude persons from voting
The Cop On Top event
because of mental illness or
at Cookee’s Drive-In last
committed to a jail or penal
Tuesday
garnered
the
►Ballot cont'd on Pg. A3
organization $462 in cash
donations in three and a half
hours.
“We couldn’t have asked
for more,” said Proffitt. “We
had set a goal of $400 in four
hours and I am amazed at
how well this went.”
Linn County News - Jackie Taylor
“We
appreciate
the
Pleasanton Police Officer Chip More hails passer-bys from turnout we had and the
the roof to Cookee's Drive-In last week asking for funds to assistance we were given
support the Linn County Christmas Express.
by the Pleasanton Police
few months we have heard
Department and the folks at
Pleasanton PD
from residents as well as
hold a toy drive at their Cookee’s, as well as every
throws down the
members of our council
final home football game on single person who pulled in
regarding the pedestrian
Friday, Oct. 29, against the and gave.”
gauntlet following
crossing that was removed
Humboldt Cubs.
Pleasanton Police Chief
last
week’s
fundby the BNSF Railroad
Those who plan to attend Steve Vinson then issued a
raiser
during their repairs along
are asked to bring a new, challenge to the other law
Hon. Richard M. Smith,
K-152 Highway.”
unwrapped toy in lieu of enforcement agencies in the chief judge of the 6th Judicial
While that particular
Jayhawk-Linn
High gate fees. The toys will be county, noting, “We are the District, sat with the state
project has been completed School and the Linn County earmarked for distribution smallest law enforcement Supreme Court Tuesday,
►BNSF cont'd on Pg. A3
Christmas Express have within the USD# 346 District agency in the county and Oct. 26, to hear appeals in
partnered in an effort for those who sign up for we raised $462 in three and four matters on the Court’s
to bring Christmas to assistance. Any leftover toys a half hours. We challenge docket.
underprivileged children in will go into the distribution any other law enforcement
The Supreme Court
the USD # 346 school district countywide.
agency in the county to beat appointed Judge Smith to
Fundraisers held by the that.”
and Linn County as a whole.
join them in place of Chief
The high school will Christmas Express last week ►JLHS cont'd on Pg. A3
Justice Robert E. Davis, who
died Aug. 4. Judge Smith
is currently completing his
20th year as a District Judge.
He has been chief judge
of the 6th Judicial District,
$50 winners were also chowhich includes Miami, Linn,
sen. They are: Janell Aust,
On Oct. 25, 2010, treasur- ter of public record and are and Bourbon counties, since
La Cygne; Connie Eisman,
ers for candidates running available for review in each 2003.
La Cygne; Edna Gorman,
He will hear oral argufor state and county office candidate’s home county
Prescott; Doreen Thomas,
will file their pre-general with his or her county elec- ments in two civil cases
Pleasanton and Dorothy
election campaign reports.
tion officer. Candidates and two criminal appeals
Coffeen, Mound City.
In addition, on Oct. 28, for statewide office file Tuesday and then particiThank you to all who
2010, a report of last min- their reports only with the pate in the high court delibtook time to enter. We urge S&S Tire - Hume, Mo.
ute contributions will also ►Report cont'd on Pg. A3
►Smith cont'd on Pg. A3
you to use the coupons of Pump N' Pete's Conoco - 6th be filed by any state or local
the retailers found in your & National, Ft. Scott; Conoco candidate who receives any
prize envelope. All of them - East Wall St., Ft. Scott; Con- contributions in the amount
support Linn County.
oco - 54 Hwy., across from of $300 or more.
Shepherds, Ft. Scott
These reports are a mat- Mound City...............................October 28, 6 p.m

JLHS partners with Linn County
Christmas Express to help bring
Christmas to kids

Judge
Richard
Smith
sits with
Supreme
Court

Mayor will
address BNSF
decision

By JUDY KINDER

Linn County News Reporter

Mayor
Keith
Smith
expressed
his
dismay
on Wednesday evening
regarding a recent decision
that he feels could ultimately
affect many citizens of the La
Cygne community.
The mayor stated, “I
know that over the past

Linn County News
Sweepstakes winners
chosen
By JACKIE TAYLOR

Linn County News
jackie@linncountynews.net

Winners of the 6th
Annual Linn County News
Sweepstakes were drawn
last Monday after a great
response from subscribers
and those who became subscribers during the contest.
The $250 grand prize
winner was Katherine
Frisbie, Pleasanton. Five
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Pre-general election
New
locations to campaign reports due
pick up the
Linn County
News!

Night Out Against Crime schedule
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Letters to the Editor BNSF
cont'd from Pg. A2

To the people of the 4th
District:
Honesty, Integrity and
Commitment
to
your
word. Those are the values
my mom, Shirley Palmer,
your 4th District State
Representative, instilled in
me.
Normally, I am content to
support my mother’s campaign in the background.
However, during this election I have decided to become
a voice for Shirley Palmer.
Shirley’s opponent has
repeatedly presented inaccurate information about her
commitment to education,
taxes, budget and her overall commitment to her role
as your State Representative.
The opponent has repeatedly
presented ads that threaten
the very integrity my mother
lives her life by.
Shirley Palmer has repeatedly demonstrated her ability to consider each bill or
issue and its impact on the
people of the 4th district and

the state as a whole. Trust
me, as her son, I can honestly and truthfully say Shirley
has never been afraid to do
what is right. Caryn Tyson’s
attempts to discredit her simply must be stopped. When
quoting documentation, one
should look at final action
on bills and not amendments
that oftentimes are not even
related to the original bill.
Simply put, Caryn Tyson
doesn’t seem to understand
the record.
Send great American,
Kansas values back to Topeka
to be the BEST representative
you can have. Vote for the
candidate that has represented you tirelessly, with fiscal
responsibility, the ability to
get things done AND kept
you informed along the way.
Join me in voting for Shirley
Palmer for 4th District state
Representative.
Gary Palmer,
son of Shirley Palmer
Fort Scott, Kan.

Please Support Derek Schmidt for Kansas A.G.
I am writing in support of
a very good friend of mine
who is the Republican candidate for Kansas Attorney
General, Derek Schmidt.
Derek is currently the Kansas
Senate Majority Leader.
Over the past six years I
have had the opportunity to
know and work with Derek
on many important issues.
I can tell you that Derek is
very capable and is the best
choice for Kansas Attorney
General. Derek has a lifetime
A+ rating with the NRA and
is a strong defender of our
individual rights.
The
Kansas
Attorney
General will represent our

Sense

cont’d from Pg. A2
were disassembled and
locked in his trunk in accordance with New Jersey state
law. Atkins had even contacted the New Jersey State
Police to make sure of his
compliance. Alas, as reported at BrianDAtkin.com, “The
jury returned from deliberation three times practically
begging the judge to tell
them the law that protects

state on many of the controversial federal issues coming
out of Washington. Three
issues where the current
Kansas Attorney General
has been silent are health
care reform, illegal immigration and EPA rules and
regulations proposed by
the Obama administration.
Please vote for someone who
will stand up for Kansas and
protect our state’s rights.
I ask for your support for
Derek Schmidt for Kansas
Attorney General.
Pat Apple
Kansas Senate

cont’d from Front Pg.
for some time, the
mayor noted that the actual
pedestrian crossing had
never been reinstalled.
The mayor then told the
council and audience that
although there had been
many attempts over the
past several months to learn
just when BNSF would be
re-installing the crossing;
there had been neither
contact nor any action
regarding the matter.
The matter had briefly
been addressed during
the Oct. 6 meeting, after
learning that City Clerk
Gary Mahon’s calls to the
railway’s road master had
not been returned.
Mahon had also stated
that he had then contacted
a supervisor who had
promised to look in the
matter; however, that office
had not responded as well.
Clerk Mahon had told the
council he would continue
his efforts in addressing the
matter with the railroad
personnel.
The mayor continued,
“After numerous calls to
both the railroad and road
master, Mr. Mahon was
able to actually speak with
one of their representatives.
Unfortunately,
it
now
appears that the promise
to reinstall the pedestrian
crossing is something that
the railroad does not want

to follow through with. It
now seems that they have
chosen to do away with
the (pedestrian) crossing
entirely.”
The mayor continued,
“I, among many, am very
unhappy that a railroad
company such as BNSF does
not fully understand how
that decision could impact
this community. The fact
that this crossing area is
a vital route for many in
our town, more specifically
our children who use that
route going to and from
school, concerns me deeply.
Obviously, BNSF has no
caring attributes whatsoever
for the safety and well-being
of our community, especially
our kids.”
The mayor went on to
add, “I would just like everyone to know that I have no
intention of letting this go by
the wayside. I will be investigating this matter further
and will do whatever I can
to get the situation rectified.
My priority is to make sure
that I, as mayor, along with
this council, have tried to
do whatever it takes when
it comes to the best interest of this town and its citizens. I believe that getting
this crossing back where
it should be is going to be
at the top of our priority
list and will be addressed
accordingly.”

Ballot

cont’d from Front Pg.
institution. No person
convicted of a felony under
the laws of any state or of
the United States, unless pardoned or restored to his civil
rights, shall be qualified to
vote.”
The explanatory statement on the amendment
states it would repeal the
authority of the legislature to
exclude persons with mental
illness from voting.
“Right now, you can’t
vote if you’re mentally ill,”
an individual’s rights to said Apple.
“This put into context how
transport firearms -- [but]
the judge outright refused to mental illness was viewed
years ago – it was a serious
tell them!”
There’s much more to
learn about this disturbing
case. Codrea has the links.
And no corrupt judge can
stop you from clicking on
them.
This is Common Sense.
I’m Paul Jacob.

disorder with antiquated
understanding,” said Apple.
He continued, “Slight
depression or other issues
controlled by medication
are viewed differently than
what they used to be and
certainly not a reason to
keep someone from voting.”
A yes vote would ensure
that the right to vote for
persons with mental illness
cannot be taken away by the
legislature.
A no vote would continue the current authority of
the legislature to take away
the right to vote for persons
with mental illness.

A gift subscription is the perfect gift for
your picky relative!
Call (913) 352-6235 to order your gift
subscription today.

***
Criticism may not be agreeable, but it is
necessary. It fulfils the same function as
pain in the human body. It calls attention
to an unhealthy state of things.
-Winston Churchill

Pleasanton United Methodist Church

Turkey Dinner
with all the trimmings
Saturday, November 6th

5 to 7 p.m.

Carry Outs Available 352-8751

Grand Opening!

Additional road
striping a go
By JACKIE TAYLOR

Linn County News
jackie@linncountynews.net

Following approval to
stripe 2200 Rd. from K152
past Young Rd. over the
dam, the commissioners
approved more paint for
1095 Rd. north of Prairie
View High School.
Last week’s motion to
stripe the dam road was
approved for no more than
$6,000; today’s addition of
approximately three miles
added another $2,000 to the
motion.
“It’s a safety issue,” said
Commissioner Mike Page.
“Everything’s about liability
and public safety.”

Page commented after
District 1 Road Foreman
Danny Morris explained to
the commissioners that the
road is striped in Miami
County but ends at the county line. He said Linn County
recently resurfaced the road
in that area and at night or in
bad weather it is difficult for
drivers to see the road after
the painted area ends.
Page said that he had
heard comments that 1077
Rd. was also in need of
pavement markings, but that
would come up at a later
date.
The motion to approve
additional
road
marking was approved 2-0
with Commissioner Herb
Pemberton absent.

Smith

cont’d from Front Pg.
erations and opinion
drafting.
“No other Linn County
District Judge has ever done
this,” said Smith in a telephone interview last Friday.
“It’s very, very exciting.
We’ll hear oral arguments in
the morning and the afternoon is a closed door conferencing session,” he added.
“I’m very honored that
they chose me,” Smith stated.
Judge Smith has been
a District Judge in the 6th
Judicial District since 1989.
He graduated from
Washburn
University
in 1977 and from the
Washburn School of Law
in 1980. Before his appointment to the bench, Judge

Smith engaged in the private
practice of law from 1980
to 1982 in Topeka and then
in a Mound City firm from
1982-1989. He is a member
of the Board of Directors of
the Linn County Community
Foundation.
Judge Smith is a member
of the Executive Board of
the Kansas District Judges
Association and the Criminal
Code
Recodification
Commission since 2005.
He served as Linn County
Attorney from 1985-1989
and was recently appointed
by the Supreme Court to the
Judicial Needs Assessment
Committee. Judge Smith
lives in Mound City with
his wife, Jenny, and has two
children.

JLHS

cont’d from Front Pg.
Saturday’s Toy Run was
also a success. Folks showed
up from as far away as Weir,
Kan., and one rider even
wore a Santa suit for the
occasion.
“That event could never
have happened without the
help of Russ Morgan,” said
Proffitt. “He was instrumental in getting it planned and
off the ground and we could
never have done it without
him.”

“We did a fifty-fifty
drawing and Tim Griffin of
Mound City won. He was
kind enough to donate it
back to help buy gifts for the
kids,” said Proffitt.
“I can’t begin to express
how grateful we are for
everyone’s generosity,” she
added. “A man who missed
the Toy Run was nice enough
to leave his toys at Pump ‘n’
Pete’s. The level of generosity is amazing.”

FALL FESTIVAL

JACQ’S

Sunday night
5 - 8 p.m.

Fitness Studio

Pleasanton School Annex

Monday, November 1
8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
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Games . Free Hot Dogs
Hayrack ride . Candy
Prizes

Next door to Frankie’s Liquor

104A S. 4th Street . La Cygne
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